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Lawrence County Sheriff and Captain Indicted Following Comptroller’s Investigation

The Tennessee Comptroller’s Office, working in conjunction with the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation, has
released an investigation detailing numerous problems within the Lawrence County Sheriff’s Department.

Investigators determined that Sheriff Jimmy Brown and his jail
administrator allowed inmates to leave the jail improperly. Some
of the inmates were dropped off at public locations and only
checked on when the supervising individual had time.

Other inmates were granted furloughs without proper
authorization by a judge. Another inmate was “loaned out” to
sheriff’s department management and staff to help with chores at
their personal properties.

Sheriff Brown also exceeded his authority by releasing defendants on their own recognizance or on a
signature bond without the proper order. In some situations, bond amounts were set by a court or magistrate,
but the sheriff did not require the bond to be paid when the defendant left the jail. Comptroller investigators
found several instances in which the Sheriff accepted campaign contributions from families of individuals he
released on their own recognizance.

The investigation also revealed that Sheriff Brown violated multiple laws in his handling of a confiscated still
and moonshine. The seized items were not properly documented in the evidence log, and the sheriff told
investigators that he poured the moonshine out prior to a court ordering its destruction. Sheriff Brown had a
duty to arrest the suspects involved in this case; however, he did not make any arrests since he felt the family
had “enough trouble elsewhere.”

Investigators determined Lawrence County Captain Adam Brewer falsified his time sheet when he indicated
he worked on September 16, 2016. Captain Brewer was actually in Florida on a personal trip in his Lawrence
County assigned vehicle.

Captain Brewer also exceeded his authority when he allowed two Lawrence County deputies to take extended
sick leave from the Lawrence County Sheriff’s Department while they worked a second job at the Saint
Joseph Police Department. Captain Brewer is also the Saint Joseph Chief of Police.

On May 10, 2018, Sheriff Jimmy Brown was indicted by the Lawrence County Grand Jury on two counts of
official misconduct, one count of tampering with evidence, and one count of use of inmates for personal
benefit. Captain Adam Brewer was also indicted on one count of official misconduct.

“In addition to the problems already described, we also found several problems with how time sheets and
leave balances were handled by the Sheriff’s department,” said Comptroller Justin P. Wilson. “The



department should follow its own personnel policies and ensure accurate time sheets are submitted and
approved.”

To view the investigation online, go to: http://www.comptroller.tn.gov/ia/

If you suspect fraud, waste or abuse of public money in Tennessee, call the Comptroller’s toll-free hotline at
(800) 232-5454, or file a report online at: www.comptroller.tn.gov/hotline. Follow us on twitter @ TNCOT

Media contact: John Dunn, Public Information Officer, (615) 401-7755 or john.dunn@cot.tn.gov
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